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UB coach tells St. Joseph University grads to not be afraid to fail
BY PATRICK J. BUECHI

Staff Reporter

St. Joseph University School 
in Buffalo had a slam dunk of 
a graduation as UB’s Women’s 
Basketball coach cheered the 
students who had a victory over the 
eighth grade. 

Coach Felisha Legette-Jack, 
who led the Bulls to their most 
historic season in program history, 
had a simple message for the 16 
graduates during their June 20 
commencement ceremony – “Yes, 
you can.”

“Just those three words. You 
can do anything you want to do,” 
she explained as a preview of her 
address. “Don’t let anybody stop 
you. Don’t be afraid. You’re going 
to have something in your belly. 
‘Am I going to be good enough 
to go into the ninth grade?’ ‘Am 
I good enough to take that next 
step?’ You’re going to be good 
enough, and everyone is going to 
be as good as you, so go forward 
knowing that God is with you and 
so are we.”

The Syracuse native addressed 
the graduates without written 
notes. Like a good coach reading 
the arena, she delivered from 
her heart. She described herself 
as shy in high school, walking 
around with her head down until 
10th grade, when she discovered 
sports. Realizing that it is not 
easy for everyone to discover the 
subject they excel in, Legette-Jack 
encouraged the students to not be 
afraid to fail. 

“You have to get up there and 
try. You have to fail. In order to be 
something significant, you have to 
push yourself beyond your comfort 
zone, and that is going to push 
you to failure. When you fail, you 
will find a greater person from 
within. Know that failure is part of 
your growth,” she said. “The most 
important person on your road to 
success is yourself.”

Valedictorian Sophia Beckly-
Forest and salutatorian Anger Ayiy 
also offered encouraging words to 
their fellow students. 

Father Jacob Ledwon, pastor of 
St. Joseph University Parish and 
School, along with Principal Mark 
Mattle and Assistant Principal 
Anne Wojick presented diplomas 
to the students, who also received 
scholarships and awards for their 
specific talents. The awards were 
named after patrons of those 
talents, such as the St. Cecelia 
Award for Excellence in Music, St. 
Sebastian Award for Excellence in 
Physical Education, and St. Paul 
Award for Excellence in Reading.  

St. Joseph University is the 
oldest Catholic school in the 
diocese. Founded in 1850 by 
German farmers, the school grew 
to 400 students. Now 165 kids 
from all over the city and some 
suburbs attend the school, located 
in the University Heights area 
of Buffalo. Many of the students 
go on to the high school of their 
choice and college.

The school offers a gifted and 
talented program called Flight, 
that allows its students to discover 

their own strengths. 
“It’s unlike anyone I have ever 

seen,” said Principal Mattle. “At 
the young ages, they all get it. It’s 
like the philosophy ‘Everyone is 
gifted and talented.’ Then when 
they get to the middle school they 
self-select, and it becomes more 
of an independent thing to be in 
there.”

This fall will see the second 

year for the Leader in Me program. 
Based on Stephen Covey’s “Seven 
Habits of Highly Effective People,” 
the program sets out to create 
student leadership.

“We’re always looking for 
the next thing that we can really 
do that’s cutting edge. It’s a 
commitment to not just do the 
same old, same old,” explained 
Father Ledwon.
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The keynote speaker, University at Buffalo Women’s Basketball coach 
Felisha Legette-Jack, spoke to the graduates of St. Joseph University 
School about the importance of hard work and faith in their lives to help 
them achieve their goals.
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Vacation in Kennebunk Beach, Maine!

info@franciscanguesthouse.com • www.franciscanguesthouse.com

G Start your day with our 
full breakfast. Stroll the 
beach, Kennebunkport 
shops, & enjoy our pool.

G Visit the beautiful
Monastery, with daily
Mass, gift shop &
shrines.

G Choose from 75 
rooms, with own 
AC, bath, cable 
TV&Wi-Fi.

G Meeting rooms
for retreats

G On the scenic 
trolley route

Franciscan Guest House Hotel & Retreat

26 Beach Ave., Kennebunk, ME • 207-967-4865 • (844)253-2972

Start your day with our 
full breakfast. Stroll the 
beach, Kennebunkport 
shops & enjoy our pool.
Visit the beautiful 
Monastery with daily 
Mass, gift shop &
shrines.

Choose from 75 
rooms with own 
AC, bath, cable 
TV & Wi-Fi.
Meeting rooms 
for retreats.
On the scenic 
trolley route.
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Main and Edward Streets, Buffalo, NY 14202-1505
Phone: (716) 852-6040  ■ Fax: (716) 853-9225  ■ Handicap Accessible

email: stlouischurch@verizon.net ■ www.stlouisrcchurch.org

Weekday Masses - Monday thru Friday 12:05pm
Weekend Masses - Saturday 4 pm ■ Sunday 9 am and 11 am

“Meet Me in St. Louis”
Celebrating Our 190th Anniversary

ishops condemn new asylum policy for U.S.-Mexico border
BY CHRISTINE ROUSSELLE

Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The
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Those who arrive at an American

a country that has not signed up
to certain refugee agreements are
exempt, as are survivors of human
trafficking.  Those who apply for
asylum in a pass-through country
and are denied there may still claim
asylum in the United States.

Similar asylum policies are
already in force along the northern
border of the United States, as well as
in the European Union.

The Canada-United States Safe 
Third Country Agreement, enacted 
in 2004, requires a person to claim 
asylum in either the U.S. or Canada, 
depending on which country 
they arrived in first. The Dublin 
Regulation in the European Union 
requires asylum seekers to register 
their claim in the first European 
country in which they arrive. 

Speaking to CNA about the 
new rule, Bill Canny, the executive 
director for the USCCB’s Migration 
Relief Services, told CNA that he 
does not believe that Mexico, or other 
Central American countries, can 
safely care for migrants or asylees.  

“We do not have an agreement 
with Mexico in the same capacity 
in which we do with Canada, and 
while some of the countries that 
Central American migrants are 
traveling through may have some 
protections, we do not believe they 
are adequate enough to provide the 
type of protection that is necessary to 
assure their safety,” Canny told CNA. 
“It would be immoral for us to keep 
those who seek asylum in harm’s 
way.”

The number of asylum claims has 
dramatically increased over the last 

decade, with very few asylees being 
allowed to stay. In 2009, there were 
35,811 people who applied for asylum 
in the United States, and 8,384 were 
granted. In 2018, that number had 
more than quadrupled to 162,060 
claims, with 13,168 actually granted. 

DiNardo also used his statement, 
issued through the USCCB, to 
denounce the “climate of fear” 
created by ICE enforcement raids 
which began over the weekend. 
The raids were announced by 
the administration as targeting 
more than 2,000 people who had 
exhausted all legal options to remain 

in the country. 
“Enforcement actions like 

those anticipated this week by 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency separate 
families, cause the unacceptable 
suffering of thousands of 
children and their parents, and 
create widespread panic in our 
communities,” said DiNardo.

“I condemn such an approach, 
which has created a climate of fear in 
our parishes and communities across 
the country. I recently wrote the 
president asking him to reconsider 
this action.”
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A Central American migrant and her children walk outside El Chaparral port 
of entry, in Tijuana, Baja California state, Mexico.


